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As we commemorate this special month,
I ask health care professionals, private indus-
try, community groups, insurance companies,
and all other interested organizations and in-
dividual citizens to unite to publicly reaffirm
our Nation’s continuing commitment to con-
trolling cancer. In 1938, the Congress of the
United States passed a joint resolution re-
questing the President to issue an annual
proclamation declaring April as ‘‘Cancer
Control Month.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim April 1997, as Cancer
Control Month. I invite the Governors of the
50 States and the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, the Mayor of the District of Columbia,
and the appropriate officials of all other areas
under the American flag to issue similar
proclamations.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of April, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 2, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 3.

Proclamation 6981—National Child
Abuse Prevention Month, 1997
April 1, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
We live in a Nation blessed with liberty

and prosperity. Yet, many of our children still
suffer the horrors of child abuse and neglect,
knowing no happiness, and sometimes even
losing their lives. And, it is a problem that
grows worse. Last year, the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services reported that
an estimated 3 million American children
were abused or neglected, twice as many as
5 years earlier. Almost half a million of our
children were seriously injured because of

this mistreatment, quadruple the number
from the previous report. Tragically, more
than 1,100 abused children died last year—
an incomprehensible 80 percent of them at
the hands of their own parents. We must not
let this senseless suffering continue.

My Administration is continuing its efforts
to make our children safer. Already, we have
developed new family-based prevention serv-
ices to work with families at risk, and we have
said to those who would prey on our children
in public housing that one conviction for
drug dealing or a violent crime will result
in expulsion from public housing. We are
working to establish a national registry for
sexual predators, and we have preserved the
Federal investment in child protective serv-
ices so States have the resources to help chil-
dren in danger. We have taken guns off the
street by banning 19 deadly assault weapons,
and we are putting 100,000 more police offi-
cers on the streets to patrol our neighbor-
hoods. And my Administration has developed
a plan that aims, by the year 2002, to double
the number of children placed in adoption
or permanent placements from the public
foster care system

During this month of April, we pause to
recognize and praise the work of those par-
ents and other caretakers who see that the
physical, mental, emotional, educational, and
medical needs of our children are adequately
met. I commend the efforts of the dedicated
and compassionate men and women who as-
sist families in crisis and enable these families
to prevent child abuse. Without the commit-
ment, knowledge, and skill of these men and
women, many more children would find
themselves the victims of abuse and the lives
of many children who are abused and ne-
glected would never improve. With their in-
volvement, the lives of our most vulnerable
children are immeasurably enriched. This
month reminds us that every child is entitled
to live his or her life to its fullest, free from
fear and want. As Thomas Jefferson stated
so eloquently, ‘‘The Giver of life gave it for
happiness and not for wretchedness.’’ We
hold our children’s future in trust. Let us not
fail them.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
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the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 1997 as Na-
tional Child Abuse Prevention Month. I call
upon all Americans to observe this month by
demonstrating our respect and gratitude for
those who devotedly and unselfishly work to
keep children safe, by learning how we can
help keep children from harm’s way, and by
taking responsible actions to protect our pre-
cious children.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of April, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
seven, and of the Independence of the Unit-
ed States of America the two hundred and
twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 2, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 3.

Proclamation 6982—To Implement
an Agreement To Eliminate Tariffs
on Certain Pharmaceuticals and
Chemical Intermediates
April 1, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
1. On December 13, 1996, members of

the World Trade Organization (WTO), in-
cluding the United States and 16 other major
trading countries, announced in the WTO
Singapore Ministerial Declaration an agree-
ment to eliminate tariffs on certain pharma-
ceuticals and chemical intermediates that
were the subject of reciprocal duty elimi-
nation negotiations during the Uruguay
Round of multilateral trade negotiations
(‘‘Uruguay Round’’). In addition, it was
agreed that the agreement on pharma-
ceutical products reached at the conclusion
of the Uruguay Round and consequently
Schedule XX—United States of America, an-
nexed to the Marrakesh Protocol to the Gen-
eral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (1994)
(‘‘Schedule XX’’) erroneously included 25
products.

2. (a) Section 111(b) of the Uruguay
Round Agreements Act (URAA) (19 U.S.C.
3521(b)) authorizes the President to proclaim
the modification of any duty or staged rate
reduction of any duty set forth in Schedule
XX for products that were the subject of re-
ciprocal duty elimination negotiations during
the Uruguay Round if the United States
agrees to such action in a multilateral nego-
tiation under the auspices of the WTO and
after compliance with the consultation and
layover requirements of section 115 of the
URAA (19 U.S.C. 3524). Section 111(b) also
authorizes the President to proclaim such
modifications as are necessary to correct
technical errors in Schedule XX or to make
other rectifications to the Schedule.

(b) Section 111(a) of the URAA (19 U.S.C.
3521(a)) authorizes the President to proclaim
such additional duties as the President deter-
mines to be necessary or appropriate to carry
out Schedule XX.

3. Section 604 of the Trade Act of 1974
(1974 Act), as amended (19 U.S.C. 2483), au-
thorizes the President to embody in the Har-
monized Tariff Schedule of the United States
(HTS) the substance of the relevant provi-
sions of that Act, and of other acts affecting
import treatment, and actions thereunder,
including the removal, modification, continu-
ance, or imposition of any rate of duty or
other import restriction.

4. (a) Pursuant to section 111(b) of the
URAA, I have determined that modifications
to Schedule XX are necessary and that
Schedule XX should be modified accordingly.
In addition, I have determined to modify the
HTS to implement the multilateral agree-
ment on pharmaceuticals negotiated under
the auspices of the WTO.

(b) Pursuant to section 111(a) of the
URAA, I have determined that it is necessary
or appropriate to modify the HTS to increase
tariffs on products that were included erro-
neously in the pharmaceuticals agreement
reached at the end of the Uruguay Round.

(c) On January 29, 1997, pursuant to sec-
tion 115 of the URAA, the United States
Trade Representative (USTR) submitted a
report to the Committee on Ways and Means
of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Finance of the Senate (‘‘the
Committees’’) that set forth the proposed


